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Defaced - Week 74
God's Coming Spiritual Revolution - Part 21
So how do spiritual longings retard the growth of Spiritual Desire? (continued)
Previously we looked at what consisted within that direct Word from God to
Jonah that eventually induced such power of conviction upon all of Nineveh.
So much so that it caused God Himself to repent of the evil He had planned to
bring upon them.
Now let us take a closer look at what The Bible can reveal about this Jonah?
All that is revealed of him as a man, in fact, exists entirely in the Book of the Bible
bearing his name.
In being only a short Book of four chapters, we can quickly skim the surface &
come away with a set elementary impression of a man who ran from God, was
apprehended in the midst of his fleeing, repented & obeyed.
A story that I believe every one of us can personally relate to if being honest &
possibly another reason for not looking deeper.
It is also a story that can engender hope to us when finding ourselves in such a
circumstance for it also speaks much of God's Love & Forgiveness toward men.
For in this instance it was poured out not only upon Jonah to whom He gave a
second chance to obey but also Nineveh that fully repented because of it.
Until recently this was my rudimentary understanding of the Book of Jonah yet
through being drawn into a closer study of the actual scriptures I am now finding
so much more is revealing itself to me.
Surprisingly in line with the current overall subject matter at hand.
Firstly we can rightfully assume Jonah as being a Prophet of God for the Book of
Jonah can be found among the Books of the Minor Prophets.
Even the secular Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines Jonah as being:
"An Israelite prophet who according to the account in the book of Jonah resisted
a divine call to preach repentance to the people of Nineveh was swallowed and
vomited by a great fish, and eventually carried out his mission."
The embellished Story of Jonah that so many of us first heard of through our
Children's Bible or Sunday School forever seems to keep children captivated.
The enhancing of the story by way of identifying the 'big fish' as a whale ensured
the captivating of children's imaginations considering the widely accepted
fascination with these largest of all sea creatures.
As adults, I wonder whether this general 'familiarity' with the essence of the story
of Jonah gained as a child hinders us from taking a truly impartial look at it.
I know it did with me when as an adult Christian I finally read it a little more
earnestly.
For in my mind I read Jonah's disobedience to God only as a perceived fear of
what Nineveh's wickedness might do to him if he were to stand & speak against
it.
And I was to draw not much else from it probably due to my over-familiarity with
the enhanced story focused on Jonah's disobedience that found him in the belly
of a whale.
Then in seeking God as a young Christian, I was aiming to hopefully bring
increase to my obedience not to concentrate on what I knew as a story more of
noncompliance.
Another aspect is that when fervently seeking one tends to be drawn to &
concentrate more upon the intensive & expansive writings of the Major Prophets
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel & Daniel.
Hence the commonly embedded perception of Jonah being a simple story of the
man who resisted God & his being dealt with by God in the belly of a big fish.
A contention that is aptly evidenced by the definition of Jonah found in the
Merriam-Webster secular dictionary.
Recently, my regard to the Book of Jonah has changed greatly since being led
into this prolonged study of this short Book of the Bible.
So the first point we have established is that The Bible places the Book of Jonah
amongst the Minor Prophets & even a secular dictionary declares him as such.
However, let us now look at what Scripture reveals that denotes Jonah as a
Prophet of God.
The secular dictionary I use here when writing says:
1. A person who speaks by divine inspiration or as the interpreter through whom the will of a god is
expressed.
2. A person gifted with profound moral insight and exceptional powers of expression.
3. A predictor; a soothsayer.
4. The chief spokesperson of a movement or cause.

Easton's Bible Dictionary in part says this of the word Prophet:

Prophet [s] Heb: nabi,
from a root meaning

"to bubble forth, as from a fountain,"
hence "to utter",
Compare Psalms 45:1.
This Hebrew word is the first and the most generally used for a prophet.
Thus a prophet was a spokesman for God; he spake in God's name and by his
authority ( Exodus 7:1 ).
Jonah 1:1-2 KJV
1 "Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,"
2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up
before me.
He is the mouth by which God speaks to men
(Jeremiah 1:9; Isaiah 51:16),

Jonah 3:1-2 KJV
1 And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying,
2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.
and hence what the prophet says is not of man but of God
(2Peter 1: 20-21; Compare Hebrews 3:7; Acts 4: 25; 28:25).

Jonah 3:4 KJV
4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
Jonah 3:5 KJV
5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth,
from the greatest of them even to the least of them.
Prophets were the immediate organs of God for the communication of his mind and
will to men.
(Deuteronomy 18:18-19).

Jonah 3:6-9 KJV
6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his
robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the
king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let
them not feed, nor drink water:
8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let
them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.
9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we
perish not?

The whole Word of God may in this general sense be spoken of as prophetic, in as
much as it was written by men who received the revelation they communicated from
God, no matter what its nature might be.
The foretelling of future events was not a necessary but only an incidental part of the
prophetic office.
The great task assigned to the prophets whom God raised up among the people was:
"to correct moral and religious abuses, to proclaim the great moral and religious
truths which are connected with the character of God, and which lie at the
foundation of his government."
Jonah 3:10 KJV
10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the
evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.

Anyone being a spokesman for God to man might thus be called a prophet.

As the scriptures from Jonah interspersed amongst Easton's Bible
Dictionary Definition of Prophet above serve to reveal Jonah most certainly
was a spokesman for God.

Love,
Mwesigwa
[Defaced - Week 75 follows next week]

DRAW NIGH UNTO ME GOSPEL RALLY 2018
Hello! Greetings from Goshem Ministries.
Our Gospel Rally 2018 is happening soon in association with the
EIDO International Fellowship Of Unity.

Draw Nigh Unto Me!
5-7th December 2018

Life Church of Christ
Kyewanise Trading Centre Kituntu Mpigi District.

Daily Miracle Crusade
Daily Revival Meetings 9am-3pm
Day 1: All Believers
Day 2: Pastors and Ministers
Day 3: Youth
Final Night of Rejoicing.
We invite you to join and support Goshem Ministries Team with prayer for this great
commission. Any financial support you might feel led to give is highly welcomed. You can
call our Treasurer on 0751889514 in Uganda.

JESUS IS THE SAME YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVERMORE!
Blessings to you all!!

Your prayers of unity with us for God's Provision are most welcome.
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