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That is Peter's interpretation of the word of Jesus in Matthew 21:42.
Now we will be able on the basis of this interpretation to go back to Jesus' word
and fix our gaze on four marvellous facts.
1. Jesus' Prediction
First, let us marvel at the fact that Jesus predicts his own resurrection before it
happens.
He had done this before this moment, and he would do it again.
Sometimes he made it plain, for example, when he said:
"After I am raised up I will go before you into Galilee"
(Mark 14:28; cf. Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:34; 14:25).
But usually he spoke of it indirectly, for example, when he said:
"Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up"
(John 2:19; Mark 14:58; 15:29; Matthew 26:61);
or:
"No sign will be give to this generation except the sign of Jonah"
(Matthew 16:4; 12:39; cf. 12:41).
He often spoke only for those who had ears to hear.
The reason I point out the fact that Jesus predicted his own resurrection is to sow
a seed in your mind that I don't have time to develop today.
The seed is simply that it is impossible to admire Jesus as a wise and loving
teacher while rejecting him as your risen and living Master.
It's impossible because if he isn't the risen Master, then he was deluded or
deceptive in his life and teaching and so shouldn't be admired.
He built his life around a self-understanding that included his own resurrection.
If he didn't rise, he is to be pitied as a teacher not admired.
But someone may say, "Aren't you assuming that he said everything the Gospels
said that he did?
Wouldn't the sceptic who rejects the resurrection but admires Jesus say that the
early church made up those sayings to make it look like Jesus expected his own
resurrection?"
The answer to that question is that no matter how much of the Gospels you
try to strip away as later additions, you never wind up with a mere man.
His claims to authority and power are so woven through his words and deeds that
critics are dreaming when they think they can peel the onion of supernatural
tradition down to the natural core of a mere man.
He vanishes.
Because a mere, natural man named Jesus with a noble view of love never
existed.
The Jesus of history knew he was no ordinary man, and we do well to marvel that
part of his self-understanding was the assurance that he would rise from the
dead.
So we should marvel that Jesus predicted his resurrection before it happened.
2. The Builders' Blindness
Second, let us marvel at the blindness of the builders.
"The very stone that the builders rejected has become the head of the corner."
It is an amazing thing that the people who should know stones best did not
recognise the best stone.
Mark 6:6 says, "Jesus marvelled because of their unbelief."
He said to Nicodemus, one of the "builders":
"Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand this?"
Jesus was astonished at the blindness of those who should have been the first to
recognize him from their knowledge of the Old Testament.
A Lesson for Today About "Builders" and Rejection
And while we marvel at this let us learn a lesson.
Even today there is no guarantee that the "builders"—the religious experts, the
university theologians, the clergy—will recognise the stone.
Two years ago a sixty year old theology professor at the University of Leeds in
England was appointed Bishop of Durham.
In the process he announced that the resurrection of Jesus was a "conjuring trick
with bones."
So here is a "builder" who still is rejecting the stone.
Why should we be vigilant about such things in our own churches and colleges
and seminaries?
Two Reasons to Be Vigilant Against Such Rejection
One is that the bishop's words reached Moslems in Sri Lanka, halfway around
the world.
Immediately they began aggressive visitation campaigns to Christians saying
that there is no reason for conflict any more since Christians and Moslems both
agree now that Jesus was merely a prophet to be honoured, not the Son of God
to be worshipped.
One Anglican rector in Sri Lanka said,
"They are killing us with our bishop's own words."
The "builders" are still rejecting the cornerstone, and in many churches, the
walls and the mission are in disarray.
The other reason for us to be vigilant as we marvel at the blindness of the
builders is something that Iain Murray said recently.
He said that the uproar over the Jenkins [Bishop of Durham] affair is puzzling
since he has been teaching these things when preparing ministers in the
university for years and probably doing more harm there than he can do now that
he is a public figure and his cards are on the table.
So let us marvel at the blindness of the builders.
And let us learn that academic stature has never been a guarantee of
religious insight.
And let us be vigilant and examine our church leaders—our pastors, our
deacons, our board members, our Sunday School teachers—let us examine
them carefully to see if they know and accept the stone which many builders
have rejected.
3. The Rejected Stone Now the Head Stone
Third, let us marvel that the stone which is now at the head of the corner is the
very stone that was once rejected.
A Real Man Reigning at God's Right Hand
Or, to take the imagery away, we must marvel that it is a real man who now reigns
at the right hand of God.
Yes, he is more than a man. He is the Son of God in power.
But the astonishing thing that we gaze at now is this: God the Son came into the
world and clothed himself with a human nature in order to die for sinners like you
and me.
A divine nature and a human nature came together in one Person.
And when that Person rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to take his
place as the Head of the church and the King of the world, at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty, it was a man who went into heaven.
He was one of us.
He is the same man reigning in heaven today who ate and drank and taught and
healed and suffered on earth.
The very stone which the builders rejected, THIS one is now head of the
corner.
In Luke 24:36–43 the risen Christ appeared to the apostles.
They were so amazed that they thought they were seeing a ghost.
So Jesus says in verses 38-39,
"Why are you troubled, and why do questions rise in your hearts?
See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; handle me, and see; for a spirit has
not flesh and bones as you see that I have."
And while they still disbelieved for joy, and marvelled, he said to them, "Have you
anything here to eat?"
And they gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them.
[Part 6 Continues Next Week]
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There is such a thing called The Church Age or the Age of The Church. It began with the
Coming of Jesus & will end with the Coming of Christ. This period is a Spiritual
Movement more commonly known as The Latter Rain period. A Spiritual Movement
started it when Mary conceived Jesus & a Spiritual Movement will end it in accordance
to God’s Divine Purpose when Christ appears in the clouds to receive His Bride The
Church. Other Spiritual Movements have occurred in between bringing God’s Plan into
different levels of fulfillment such as the birthing of The Church, the Reformation &
Modern Pentecostalism. All serving God's Love to take The Church on a journey to full
maturity just as our love steers our children into their maturing. Every journey takes
steps. If I am to open my front gate I have to take many steps to get there but it is the
last step that reaches the goal. I believe from what I have come to know in serving God
in His EIDO Vision is that we are now moving through the threshold to the last step for
The Church Age. There is now a Spiritual Movement at hand that will be powerful
enough to draw in The Church to its Purposed End & EIDO is but one part of it.
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EIDO is .....
not just a Ministry or an Organisation,
it is part of an end time Spiritual Movement Of God

EIDO operates in a God Given geographical region
whilst Spiritually being part of an overall Movement of God
Destined to eventually cover The Church Worldwide.

EIDO was Spiritually assigned to an International Region comprising
the East African Community & the Mid North of South Australia.

This region, therefore, embraces the nations of Australia,
Uganda, Burundi, Tanzania, Kenya & Rwanda.

EIDO, therefore, is but one part of a Coming Worldwide Move Of God
destined to uplift the Body of Christ through its Specific Anointing
to a Conscious Awareness of God, His Kingdom & True Unity.

In accordance with His Divine Will & Purpose,
it is intentionally designed to shake the True Chruch
from its slumber, thereby releasing the shackles that have
previously kept such clarity bound.

Through it, God shall position the True Church into its rightful place,
thus enabling it TO SEE the dawning of His Bright Morning Star
& TO KNOW that in His Hands it is to be the beginning of
the final preparation of the Bride for Christ.

EIDO is a Ministry Birthed By God, but not a Ministry in the
form we have grown accustomed to.

It's Apostolic in its nature & a vessel carrying a Message of
God's Intent beating in & engendering from His Heart.

It is a Spiritual Movement.
An Impartation of Spiritual Power,
A Spiritual Shockwave
Sent out specifically designed
To engender an Awakening
A rapid escalation of deep desire
In the hearts of the Saints

It is part of A Reckoning, A Preparing, A Call To Arms,

The Final Assault.

It's the opening of the churches eyes to the Kingdom & its True Unity
& the Call God has placed on His Children to usher in
the Day Of His Son's Second Coming.

EIDO [a-doe] :

'TO SEE & TO KNOW'.
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