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Defaced - Week 51
My Brother John - A Living Stone

(Part Four)

The Marvelous Rising of a Rejected Stone
Easter Sunday Resource by John Piper Topic: Glorification
Ref: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-marvelous-rising-of-a-rejected-stone

Scripture: Matthew 21:42
The very stone which the builders rejected
has become the head of the corner;
this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes.
Last fall Charles Colson was in India.
As usual, the crowds he spoke to wanted to hear the testimony of this Watergate
criminal turned prison evangelist.
Here's the way he described his experience in India:
When I was in India last fall, I had many opportunities to tell what Christ has done
in my life.
The thousands of faces in those predominantly Hindu crowds would nod and
smile as I shared my experience.
Hindus believe all roads lead to God—if Jesus was my guru, that was fine.
They all had their gurus, too.
But when I spoke of the reason for my faith, the resurrection of Christ, the
nods would stop.
People's expressions changed, and they listened intently.
The fact of the Resurrection demands a choice, one that reduces all other
religions to mere philosophies.
(Christianity Today, March 21, 1986, p. 72)

The Shocking, Objective Resurrection
Christianity socks you between the eyes because it is a religion that says: The
really marvellous things in life are not the feelings of the heart but the facts of
history.
There is a world of difference between a subjective religious disposition and an
objective resurrection from the dead.
Put yourself in Athens 25 years after the death of Jesus.
You are a religious pluralist.
You love to discuss religion.
You love to hear about the religious experience of people from all over the world.
It's fascinating.
Sometimes you even learn something to incorporate into your own life to help
you get along better.
What If Paul Preached Religious Experience Only?
Then one day comes a man named Paul to the Areopagus and joins in the
discussions.
You ask him about his religion.
Suppose he said,
"I worship Jesus Christ. He was a Jewish teacher and wonder-worker.
He lived in Palestine 25 years ago and taught a way of love and truth.
His wisdom was unsurpassed.
Even in his dying he never gave in to the lower instincts of anger and revenge.
His memory is very powerful.
His teachings linger on in his followers.
His example can have a tremendous influence in your life if you meditate on what
he did and said."
Period. That's all.
What would the response have been?
Tolerance. Benign interest, perhaps.
Nods and smiles of respect. Paul has his guru.
The Athenians have their gurus.
If it works for you, fine.
You have your inner experience.
I have mine.
What If Paul Preached the Resurrection as Historical Truth?
But what if he had said (which he did in fact) "The God who made the world and
everything in it . . . commands all men everywhere to repent, because he has
fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he
has appointed, and say, in Acts 17:31!),of this he has given assurance to all men
by raising him from the dead"?
Well, that is not acceptable in a polite, respectful dialogue about religious
experience.
Discussions about the relative value of religious experience and
declarations about someone's resurrection from the dead are just not in the
same category.
That's why the Hindus stopped nodding at Charles Colson.
That's why the Athenians mocked.
That's why Christianity is offensively unique in a pluralistic age.
For us, everything hangs on a marvellous fact in history, not a marvellous
feeling in the heart.
Therefore, I want to direct your attention to four marvellous facts in Matthew
21:42.
We will approach it like this.
We will read a word from Jesus.
Then we will read its interpretation by the Apostle Peter.
Then we will fix our gaze on four marvellous things in Jesus' word.
Jesus' Word in Matthew 21:42
The word of the Lord is found in Matthew 21:42 at the end of the parable of the
wicked tenants.
The owner of the vineyard had sent servants to get fruit from the tenants.
They had beaten some and killed others.
Then he sent his son.
But him, too, they cast out and killed.
The meaning is that God owns the vineyard of Israel.
It is supposed to bear the fruit of worship and obedience.
He has sent prophets and wise men to gather this fruit.
And finally he sent his Son.
But the leaders of Israel rebel.
They will give no fruit.
And they kill the Son of God.
Then comes our text in verse 42:
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The very stone which
the builders rejected has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord's
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes'?"
Peter's Interpretation in Acts 4:8–12
It seems obvious to you, I am sure, what this refers to, but let's go straight to the
interpretation of the Apostle Peter in Acts 4:8–12.
Peter and John had been arrested for causing a stir by healing a man and
teaching about the resurrection of Jesus from the dead (4:2–3).
The next day the Jewish leaders (the very ones who had condemned Jesus
some months earlier) asked them by what power they were acting.
Peter answers, and his answer is an interpretation of Jesus' word about the
rejected stone.
Starting at the end of verse 8:
Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning a
good deed done And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.
This is the stone which was rejected by you builders, but which has become the
head of the corner.
to a cripple, by what means this man has been healed, be it known to you all, and
to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by him this man is standing before
you well.
Notice Peter's interpretation, one part at a time.
Verse 10: the stone is Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
Verse 8: the builders are the rulers of the people and elders.
Verse 10: the rejection of the stone was the crucifixion of Jesus.
Verse 10: the elevation of the stone to the head of the corner was the resurrection
of Jesus.
Verse 12: the implication of this new position at the head is that there is salvation
in no other.
This is the same point Paul made at the Areopagus: the resurrection
declares that Jesus is the Son of God in power; all must repent from other
gods and seek salvation in him alone.
[Part 5 Continues Next Week]
Love,
Mwesigwa
[Defaced - Week 52 follows next week]
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There is such a thing called The Church Age or the Age of The Church. It began with the
Coming of Jesus & will end with the Coming of Christ. This period is a Spiritual
Movement more commonly known as The Latter Rain period. A Spiritual Movement
started it when Mary conceived Jesus & a Spiritual Movement will end it in accordance
to God’s Divine Purpose when Christ appears in the clouds to receive His Bride The
Church. Other Spiritual Movements have occurred in between bringing God’s Plan into
different levels of fulfillment such as the birthing of The Church, the Reformation &
Modern Pentecostalism. All serving God's Love to take The Church on a journey to full
maturity just as our love steers our children into their maturing. Every journey takes
steps. If I am to open my front gate I have to take many steps to get there but it is the
last step that reaches the goal. I believe from what I have come to know in serving God
in His EIDO Vision is that we are now moving through the threshold to the last step for
The Church Age. There is now a Spiritual Movement at hand that will be powerful
enough to draw in The Church to its Purposed End & EIDO is but one part of it.
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EIDO is .....
not just a Ministry or an Organisation,
it is part of an end time Spiritual Movement Of God

EIDO operates in a God Given geographical region
whilst Spiritually being part of an overall Movement of God
Destined to eventually cover The Church Worldwide.

EIDO was Spiritually assigned to an International Region comprising
the East African Community & the Mid North of South Australia.

This region, therefore, embraces the nations of Australia,
Uganda, Burundi, Tanzania, Kenya & Rwanda.

EIDO, therefore, is but one part of a Coming Worldwide Move Of God
destined to uplift the Body of Christ through its Specific Anointing
to a Conscious Awareness of God, His Kingdom & True Unity.

In accordance with His Divine Will & Purpose,
it is intentionally designed to shake the True Chruch
from its slumber, thereby releasing the shackles that have
previously kept such clarity bound.

Through it, God shall position the True Church into its rightful place,
thus enabling it TO SEE the dawning of His Bright Morning Star
& TO KNOW that in His Hands it is to be the beginning of
the final preparation of the Bride for Christ.

EIDO is a Ministry Birthed By God, but not a Ministry in the
form we have grown accustomed to.

It's Apostolic in its nature & a vessel carrying a Message of
God's Intent beating in & engendering from His Heart.

It is a Spiritual Movement.
An Impartation of Spiritual Power,
A Spiritual Shockwave
Sent out specifically designed
To engender an Awakening
A rapid escalation of deep desire
In the hearts of the Saints

It is part of A Reckoning, A Preparing, A Call To Arms,

The Final Assault.

It's the opening of the churches eyes to the Kingdom & its True Unity
& the Call God has placed on His Children to usher in
the Day Of His Son's Second Coming.

EIDO [a-doe] :

'TO SEE & TO KNOW'.
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