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Defaced - Week 47

Could Jesus Come Back Today?
I remember a book appearing at our local bookstore in the late 90s, when I was a
teenager, with the title 'Are We Living in the End Times?'
I was intrigued.
Are we?
Might Jesus return in my lifetime?
My interest was aroused.
I wanted to get that book and answer the question for myself whether we are
living in the last days.
Well, eventually I did get the book, and I was very disappointed.
I remember it being speculative, and concerned with the transient political
realities of late 90s.
The book wasn’t nearly as convincing as I’d hoped it would be.
But it wasn’t too long until I went to college and became involved with a campus
ministry that pointed me to the Bible’s clarity about whether we are living in the
last days.
As early as Acts 2, just after Jesus has ascended to heaven and poured out his
Spirit on his church, Peter declares that the “last days” prophecy from Joel 2 is
being fulfilled in their midst:
Acts 2:17 KJV
17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
Joel 2:28-32 KJV
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions:
29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour
out my spirit.
30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke.
31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and the terrible day of the LORD come.
32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD
shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as
the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.
Then Paul writes in;
2 Timothy 3:1 KJV
1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
And the times of difficulty he refers to were already happening for his readers.
He was saying, in effect,
“Don’t be surprised that life is tough; these are the last days, remember?”
And 2 Peter makes a similar assumption, and gives a similar reminder:
2 Peter 3:3 KJV
3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts,
For Peter’s readers, and for us, the scoffers aren’t future; they are here now.
We are living in the last days.
James denounces the unbelieving rich by in James 5 by saying;
James 5:3 KJV
3 Your gold and silveris cankered; and the rust
of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye
have heaped treasure together for the last days.
James, his readers, and we today are already in the last days, and those who lay
up earthly treasure now do so, tragically, in this final season of history before
Jesus returns.
Perhaps most prominent of all, and unmistakable, is the first two verses of
Hebrews:
Hebrews 1:1-2 KJV
1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets,
2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;
The first coming of Christ ushered in this final season of world history —
these last days — and his second coming is the next major step in history.

History of Salvation
Unlike many other major systems of belief around the world, Jews and Christians
view history as linear.
History is God’s story, and it is going somewhere.
It had a beginning, and it will have an end.
There were first days, there were the days of the patriarchs and the many
seasons (so many ups and downs!) in the history of Israel, and there were four
hundred years of prophetic silence, and then the days Jesus walked the earth.
And since then, we have been living in the last days.
We don’t know how long this present season of history will last.
It has been almost two thousand years so far.
But we do know that this present season of history, which began with the early
church, is the last one until Jesus comes.
The next major, literally epoch-making event to come is not some especially
great persecution (as if Christians haven’t been persecuted for the last two
thousand years and aren’t being persecuted in horrible ways around the world
today); and it’s not God intervening to rapture Christians from being persecuted.
God has better plans than to keep his people from hard times.
Acts 14:22 KJV
22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the
faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.
2 Timothy 3:12 KJV
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
The next big step is that Jesus is coming back.
That’s what the New Testament means when it says his return is “near” or
“at hand.”
It’s not about shortness of time as we conceive of it, but about nearness in
history as God crafts it.
And it should make us a people who anticipate it, pray for it, and live in light
of it.
The coming of Christ is near.
This is what we teach our children, and remind ourselves.
We are living in the last days.
End of Article

Love,
Mwesigwa
[Defaced - Week 48 follows next week]
Original Article can be found at;
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/are-we-living-in-the-last-days
[David Mathis (@davidcmathis) is executive editor for desiringGod.org and pastor at Cities Church in Minneapolis. He is a
husband, father of four, and author of Habits of Grace: Enjoying Jesus through the Spiritual Disciplines.]
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There is such a thing called The Church Age or the Age of The Church. It began with the
Coming of Jesus & will end with the Coming of Christ. This period is a Spiritual
Movement more commonly known as The Latter Rain period. A Spiritual Movement
started it when Mary conceived Jesus & a Spiritual Movement will end it in accordance
to God’s Divine Purpose when Christ appears in the clouds to receive His Bride The
Church. Other Spiritual Movements have occurred in between bringing God’s Plan into
different levels of fulfillment such as the birthing of The Church, the Reformation &
Modern Pentecostalism. All serving God's Love to take The Church on a journey to full
maturity just as our love steers our children into their maturing. Every journey takes
steps. If I am to open my front gate I have to take many steps to get there but it is the
last step that reaches the goal. I believe from what I have come to know in serving God
in His EIDO Vision is that we are now moving through the threshold to the last step for
The Church Age. There is now a Spiritual Movement at hand that will be powerful
enough to draw in The Church to its Purposed End & EIDO is but one part of it.
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EIDO is .....
not just a Ministry or an Organisation,
it is part of an end time Spiritual Movement Of God

EIDO operates in a God Given geographical region
whilst Spiritually being part of an overall Movement of God
Destined to eventually cover The Church Worldwide.

EIDO was Spiritually assigned to an International Region comprising
the East African Community & the Mid North of South Australia.

This region, therefore, embraces the nations of Australia,
Uganda, Burundi, Tanzania, Kenya & Rwanda.

EIDO, therefore, is but one part of a Coming Worldwide Move Of God
destined to uplift the Body of Christ through its Specific Anointing
to a Conscious Awareness of God, His Kingdom & True Unity.

In accordance with His Divine Will & Purpose,
it is intentionally designed to shake the True Chruch
from its slumber, thereby releasing the shackles that have
previously kept such clarity bound.

Through it, God shall position the True Church into its rightful place,
thus enabling it TO SEE the dawning of His Bright Morning Star
& TO KNOW that in His Hands it is to be the beginning of
the final preparation of the Bride for Christ.

EIDO is a Ministry Birthed By God, but not a Ministry in the
form we have grown accustomed to.

It's Apostolic in its nature & a vessel carrying a Message of
God's Intent beating in & engendering from His Heart.

It is a Spiritual Movement.
An Impartation of Spiritual Power,
A Spiritual Shockwave
Sent out specifically designed
To engender an Awakening
A rapid escalation of deep desire
In the hearts of the Saints

It is part of A Reckoning, A Preparing, A Call To Arms,

The Final Assault.

It's the opening of the churches eyes to the Kingdom & its True Unity
& the Call God has placed on His Children to usher in
the Day Of His Son's Second Coming.

EIDO [a-doe] :

'TO SEE & TO KNOW'.
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