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Are We Living in the Last Days?
KEY TEXTS ON THE COMING OF CHRIST
Article by David Mathis Executive Editor, desiringGod.org

I was driving our twin six-year-old boys to school when one of the guys asked,
out of the blue, “Dad, do you know what year Jesus is coming back?”
Typically, I enjoy answering my sons’ questions with firm, confident, black-andwhite truths, but this time I had to admit my ignorance.
The Bible does give us some very black-and-white things to say in moments like
these, though.
I told him that I did not know the year, and that even Jesus himself, when he was
on earth, said that he didn’t know the exact time when he would be coming back.
Matthew 24:36 KJV
36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
my Father only.
Mark 13:32 KJV
32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.
I also took the opportunity to emphasise that if anyone says that he knows, that
person is false.
Then I added that even though I don’t know what year Jesus is coming back, I do
know that his coming is near.
And by “near,” I mean what the New Testament means when it tells us, multiple
times, that his coming is near.

The Next Big Thing
God calls his church, in every generation, to live in light of this remarkable truth:
nothing now stands in the way of Jesus’s return.
After his perfect life, sacrificial death for us, resurrection from the grave,
and ascension to heaven to pour out his Spirit on his church, the next
major movement in the history of the world is the second coming of Christ.
In the church age, we Christians have no definite unfulfilled list of events which
must transpire before his return.
What the Bible promises will happen at the end is already happening, in
significant measure, around the world today — and has been happening, in some
sense, since the earliest days of the church.
As long as Jesus tarries, we do indeed have the concrete directives of the church
age to continue pursuing, like the evangelisation of the nations.
Matthew 28:19 KJV
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
and the hastening of his coming through holy living.
2 Peter 3:11–12 KJV
11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,
12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat?
And yet we have no firm, certain list of unfulfilled conditions about which Jesus
could not surprise us.
His coming is the next big thing and could happen at any moment.
That’s what the New Testament means when it says his return is near.

The End Is at Hand
Four particular texts in the New Testament, from four different human authors, say
that the end is “at hand,” or literally, “has drawn near.”
Paul writes in Romans, “The night is far gone; the day is at hand.”
Romans 13:12 KJV
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.
The “times of ignorance” (as he said at Athens, Acts 17), the dark season of
human history, now has passed with the coming of Christ.
Acts 17:30 KJV
30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men
every where to repent:
The previous statement clarifies the context in Romans.
Romans 13:11 KJV
11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.
The day of Christ’s coming, Paul says, “has drawn near.”
Hebrews has the same nearness in view when he charges Christians in
Hebrews 10.
Hebrews 10:24-25 KJV
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.
By this, he does not mean, as is often misunderstood, “Get more serious about
Christian fellowship sometime in the future, when you see the signs of the end
begin to appear.”
Rather, he means that he and his readers already are living in the end times.
The signs of the end aren’t off in the future; they are already happening now.
“All the more” now because they already see the Day drawing near.
As we will see, Hebrews, as plainly as any New Testament author, says that
Christians are living “in the last days.”
Peter, then, in 1 Peter 4 writes;
1 Peter 4:7 KJV
7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer.
Some have wondered whether Paul and Hebrews were referring to the coming
destruction of Jerusalem (which happened in 70 A.D.) as the “day” that was “the
Day drawing near,” but such alternative theories hit the wall here.
Peter says, very simply, “The end of all things is near.”
Even if Peter wrote his letter only to Jewish converts, it would be special pleading
to take “the end of all things” as simply the destruction of Jerusalem.
Finally, James says plainly and unmistakably in James 5,
James 5:8 KJV
8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
Jesus’s return is near.
That’s what James, Peter, Hebrews, and Paul believed — and what the faithful
church has lived in light of for two thousand years.
And what we should believe, and be ready for, today.
How, then, do we square the New Testament’s claim that Christ’s coming is
“near” with the fact that here we are, two thousand years later, and he has
not yet returned?
(To be continued)
Love,
Mwesigwa
[Defaced - Week 47 follows next week]
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There is such a thing called The Church Age or the Age of The Church. It began with the
Coming of Jesus & will end with the Coming of Christ. This period is a Spiritual
Movement more commonly known as The Latter Rain period. A Spiritual Movement
started it when Mary conceived Jesus & a Spiritual Movement will end it in accordance
to God’s Divine Purpose when Christ appears in the clouds to receive His Bride The
Church. Other Spiritual Movements have occurred in between bringing God’s Plan into
different levels of fulfillment such as the birthing of The Church, the Reformation &
Modern Pentecostalism. All serving God's Love to take The Church on a journey to full
maturity just as our love steers our children into their maturing. Every journey takes
steps. If I am to open my front gate I have to take many steps to get there but it is the
last step that reaches the goal. I believe from what I have come to know in serving God
in His EIDO Vision is that we are now moving through the threshold to the last step for
The Church Age. There is now a Spiritual Movement at hand that will be powerful
enough to draw in The Church to its Purposed End & EIDO is but one part of it.
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EIDO is .....
not just a Ministry or an Organisation,
it is part of an end time Spiritual Movement Of God

EIDO operates in a God Given geographical region
whilst Spiritually being part of an overall Movement of God
Destined to eventually cover The Church Worldwide.

EIDO was Spiritually assigned to an International Region comprising
the East African Community & the Mid North of South Australia.

This region, therefore, embraces the nations of Australia,
Uganda, Burundi, Tanzania, Kenya & Rwanda.

EIDO, therefore, is but one part of a Coming Worldwide Move Of God
destined to uplift the Body of Christ through its Specific Anointing
to a Conscious Awareness of God, His Kingdom & True Unity.

In accordance with His Divine Will & Purpose,
it is intentionally designed to shake the True Chruch
from its slumber, thereby releasing the shackles that have
previously kept such clarity bound.

Through it, God shall position the True Church into its rightful place,
thus enabling it TO SEE the dawning of His Bright Morning Star
& TO KNOW that in His Hands it is to be the beginning of
the final preparation of the Bride for Christ.

EIDO is a Ministry Birthed By God, but not a Ministry in the
form we have grown accustomed to.

It's Apostolic in its nature & a vessel carrying a Message of
God's Intent beating in & engendering from His Heart.

It is a Spiritual Movement.
An Impartation of Spiritual Power,
A Spiritual Shockwave
Sent out specifically designed
To engender an Awakening
A rapid escalation of deep desire
In the hearts of the Saints

It is part of A Reckoning, A Preparing, A Call To Arms,

The Final Assault.

It's the opening of the churches eyes to the Kingdom & its True Unity
& the Call God has placed on His Children to usher in
the Day Of His Son's Second Coming.

EIDO [a-doe] :

'TO SEE & TO KNOW'.
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