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Defaced - Part 33
The Fascism of Modern Churches (Continuation)
By Brian Elroy McKinley
When our world view leads us to believe we are better than other, we tend to feel
we have more answers, and, consequently, we feel a duty to bring the rest of
humanity up to our level, usually enacting tight control over those who refuse.
Even in our charity we often go into needy situations feeling we have more to
give than we have to receive.
We easily fall into the mentality of being "saviours" of the world rather than
seeing ourselves as equal members of the human family.
As the truth of our ability to dehumanise others and impose our will upon them
penetrated my skull like David's stone in Goliath's forehead, I began to realise my
own participation in this process: How easily I ignore beggars on the street; how
easily I justify my action by believing they are weak, that they will only use my
generosity to buy liquor or drugs rather than improve their situation.
How easily I avoid contact with leather-and-chain-clad youth, whose wold
looking kids with spiked hair and heavy metal rock-band t-shirts that for some
reason choose to rebel against the "nice" world we have created for them.
How easily I support the use of force against those "inhuman" Arabs, those
animals that threaten civilised nations with their demands and their violence.
How easily I turn the channel away from programs showing those skeletons with
children's faces, the babies of those foreigners that live in the dirt in some far
away country whose name I cannot pronounce nor find on a map.
How easily I judge atheists and Muslims, Jews and Hindus, Mormons and
Catholics as bad because they have not accepted God's grace the way I have.
How easily, as a youth worker, I only become friends with those youth who like to
sing, who attend my classes, who do not do drugs, who do not have sex, and
who look like nice clean-cut, middle-class kids.
How easily I discriminate against those who were different than me.
I admit here that I did not joyfully accept the truth of my discrimination.
Truth is sometimes hard to swallow, and I found it easy to justify my mental
"enslaving" of those different than me.
It really was not enslaving, I thought.
I was simply a way to protect myself from the unknown danger of "different"
people.
After all, it was quite natural to seek out only those people who are like me, is it
not?
We naturally divide humans into categories, and we naturally stick with those
most like us.
But as a servant in the worshipping family of God, I should not be following that
which is natural, but that which is beyond natural.
I am not called by God to live safely - to live within a safely net of people who will
tell me I'm okay because they are just like me.
I am called to open my arms to all strangers.
This brings us back to the church.
When we enter into God's grace, we usually seek out fellowship with others in
the process of seeking God.
In the Gospels, Christ told us to function as a family, and we usually do.
But within that family we do not boldly seek to encourage all to join us.
No, instead we usually seek people who fit the categories we have deemed
safe.
In the churches in which I have worked, we usually sought out "nice" middleclass families with "nice" children to fill up our "nice" youth groups.
In one church there was one black family.
The daughter told me how church officials had asked her why her family did not
go to the "black" church the denomination had established to meet the needs of
black believers.
In some youth groups for which I’ve worked, the church leaders wanted us to bar
rebellious or even rebellious-looking kids from our activities.
One church wanted us to have larger numbers of appealing teens because, so a
church leader said, it made the church "attractive to new families."
And if that is not bad enough, weekend retreats were often scuttled because the
youth choir would be unable to sing in the mail Sunday morning service, thus
diminishing the quality of that morning's performance.
Performance.
Doing all the right things.
Saying all the right words.
Being all the right people.
This is the legacy of many modern churches.
Rather than being a family of needy people corporately seeking God's grace, we
have become "attractive" organisations where "neat" people like us can
worship though our performances.
We have become the "pious good people" who do not tolerate non-conformity to
our standards.
We have become organisations with Ph.D.'s at the helm and rich donors pulling
at our puppet strings.
We have become superior in our own minds, unwilling to look at the "refuse" that
blows past our doors, reluctant to appear controversial, unable to help those in
need and yet satisfied that we are right.
How it can easily be argued that organisations, Ph.D.'s, performances and
donors are required to get people in the pews and to keep our churches
functioning.
We need an organised approach for dealing with the large number of people in
our modern world.
We need educated people to teach and pastor us.
We need quality programs that relay the Good News in the vernacular of modem
media and entertainment.
We need people with a vision of giving toward ongoing ministry needs.
None of these things are inherently wrong, but too often our
organisations, Ph.D.'s, performers and donors are seduced by the attitude that
they have a "corner on the market" of what is right and good.
As in the movie, Blade Runner, this mentality precipitates categorisation and the
feeling of superiority over other needy humans that inevitably leads to
discrimination against them.
It is the fascism of modem churches.
As a race of needy people, and as congregations that exist solely under God's
grace, we need to acknowledge that none of us has a right to our positions.
None of us has the right to discriminate.
None of us has the right to judge because all of us are the slave, in Christ's
parable, who should have been willing to forgo his fellow slave's debt after
having been forgiven his own debt by his master.
We all are equal under God's grace.
When we fail to extend the very grace extended to us through his sacrifice, we do
nothing less than make a mockery of his gift.
By doing so, we place ourselves in the position of being demigods rather than
servants, effectively trashing our part of God's Kingdom with our pride, and
enslaving others and ourselves to the inequalities that create so much misery
amongst humans. End.

Love,
Mwesigwa
[Part 34 follows next week]
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2. Register spiritual support & request to be kept updated with EIDO Postings
3. Register a Ministries Fellowship with EIDO and/or request for direct contact
Simply Click on the graphic or link below to add your support:
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There is such a thing called The Church Age or the Age of The Church. It began with the
Coming of Jesus & will end with the Coming of Christ. This period is a Spiritual
Movement more commonly known as The Latter Rain period. A Spiritual Movement
started it when Mary conceived Jesus & a Spiritual Movement will end it in accordance
to God’s Divine Purpose when Christ appears in the clouds to receive His Bride The
Church. Other Spiritual Movements have occurred in between bringing God’s Plan into
different levels of fulfillment such as the birthing of The Church, the Reformation &
Modern Pentecostalism. All serving God's Love to take The Church on a journey to full
maturity just as our love steers our children into their maturing. Every journey takes
steps. If I am to open my front gate I have to take many steps to get there but it is the
last step that reaches the goal. I believe from what I have come to know in serving God
in His EIDO Vision is that we are now moving through the threshold to the last step for
The Church Age. There is now a Spiritual Movement at hand that will be powerful
enough to draw in The Church to its Purposed End & EIDO is but one part of it.
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EIDO is .....
not just a Ministry or an Organisation,
it is part of an end time Spiritual Movement Of God

EIDO operates in a God Given geographical region
whilst Spiritually being part of an overall Movement of God
Destined to eventually cover The Church Worldwide.

EIDO was Spiritually assigned to an International Region comprising
the East African Community & the Mid North of South Australia.

This region, therefore, embraces the nations of Australia,
Uganda, Burundi, Tanzania, Kenya & Rwanda.

EIDO, therefore, is but one part of a Coming Worldwide Move Of God
destined to uplift the Body of Christ through its Specific Anointing
to a Conscious Awareness of God, His Kingdom & True Unity.

In accordance with His Divine Will & Purpose,
it is intentionally designed to shake the True Chruch
from its slumber, thereby releasing the shackles that have
previously kept such clarity bound.

Through it, God shall position the True Church into its rightful place,
thus enabling it TO SEE the dawning of His Bright Morning Star
& TO KNOW that in His Hands it is to be the beginning of
the final preparation of the Bride for Christ.

EIDO is a Ministry Birthed By God, but not a Ministry in the
form we have grown accustomed to.

It's Apostolic in its nature & a vessel carrying a Message of
God's Intent beating in & engendering from His Heart.

It is a Spiritual Movement.
An Impartation of Spiritual Power,
A Spiritual Shockwave
Sent out specifically designed
To engender an Awakening
A rapid escalation of deep desire
In the hearts of the Saints

It is part of A Reckoning, A Preparing, A Call To Arms,

The Final Assault.

It's the opening of the churches eyes to the Kingdom & its True Unity
& the Call God has placed on His Children to usher in
the Day Of His Son's Second Coming.

EIDO [a-doe] :

'TO SEE & TO KNOW'.
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